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POPULATION  TRENDS  AND  THEIR  IMPLICATIONS  FOR  THE  AGING 


The  Autumn  of  Life 

Nearing  autumn's  close, 
my  neighbor,  now- -what  is  it 
that  he  does  ? 

Matsuo  Basho(l) 


Introduction 

Because  the  I960  Gensus  of  Population  data  will  not  be  avail- 
able for  some  months,  this  paper  is  an  interim  report  which  will  concentrate 
on  examining  other  sources  of  statistics  bearing  upon  older  age  groups. 


The  age  structure  of  Pennsylvania  compared  with  the  United  States,  selected 
states,  and  other  countries 

The  percentage  of  the  population  65  years  of  age  and  over  has 
grown  in  the  United  States  from  4.  1 percent  in  1900  to  8.  1 percent  in  1950. 
Comparable  percentages  for  Pennsylvania  are  4.2  and  8.4  percent.  The 
estimated  percentage  for  the  U.  S.  in  1957  is  8.  7;  for  Pennsylvania,  9.  3. 

The  Dominican  Republic,  by  contrast,  had  2.8  percent  of 
its  population  in  the  65-and-over  group  in  1950.  India  had  5.7,  Denmark 
9.  1,  Norway  9. 7,  Switzerland  9.  6,  Sweden  10,  2,  and  the  United  Kingdom 
11.0  percent. 

The  number  of  persons  65  and  over  in  Pennsylvania  has 
grown  from  262,  000  in  1900  to  887,  000  in  1950  and  an  estimated  1,  025,  000 
persons  in  1957.  Only  two  states.  New  York  with  one  and  one-quarter 
million  persons  and  California  with  895,  000  persons,  had  more  people  ten 
years  ago  in  the  older  age  groups  than  our  state.  Twenty-four  states  had 
higher  percentages  of  their  population  65  and  over- -all  the  New  England 
states,  most  of  the  North  Central  states,  and  the  Pacific  states. 
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3.  Nativity  of  the  Pennsylvania  population  60  years  old  and  over 

Of  the  1,  339,  000  persons  60  and  over  in  1950,  839,  000  were 
born  in  Pennsylvania,  151,  000  were  born  elsewhere  in  the  United  States, 
and  349,  000  were  born  in  foreign  countries.  These  three  groups  comprise 
74 o 0,  11.3,  and  26.0  percent  of  the  population  60  years  of  age  and  older . 
The  comparable  percentages  for  selected  other  states  are: 

Population  60  years  and  over  as  a percent  of  all  classes 

State  Born  in  the  Born  outside  the  state 

state  Native  Foreign  born 


Mas  sachusetts 

38.  8 

15.  3 

45.  8 

N ew  York 

43. 4 

11.7 

44.  9 

Pennsylvania 

62.  7 

11.3 

26.  0 

Ohio 

60.  9 

21.6 

17.  5 

Florida 

19.9 

65.  0 

15.  1 

California 

13.  8 

59.  4 

26.  8 

4.  Net  migration  of  persons  65  and  over 


The  number  of  net  migrants  and  the  net  migration  per  1,  000 
average  population  for  persons  65  and  over  in  1950  for  the  1940-50  decade 


were  as  follows: 

Net 

migration 
los  s 

Average 

population 

Net  migration 
loss  per  1,  000 
average  population 

Native  white  males 

15, 800 

394, 800 

40 

Native  white  females 

22, 500 

455, 700 

49 

Foreign-born  white  males 

9,  700 

161, 700 

60 

Foreign-born  white  females 

11,  600 

141, 600 

82 

Negro  males 

1,  500 

19, 600 

765 

Negro  females 

800 

19, 300 

415 

3 


These  net  figures  do  not  reveal  the  full  picture  of  both 
in-  and  out-migration  during  the  decade. 

5.  Urban-rural  residence  of  older  population 

Living  on  a farm  does  not  necessarily  connote  rural  isola- 
tion. Most  recent  population  data  for  Pennsylvania  indicate  two-thirds  of 
the  farm  population  in  the  state  in  I960  is  living  in  metropolitan  counties 
and  only  a relatively  short  distance  from  a major  urban  center.  In  1950 
there  were  63,  000  persons  65  and  over  living  on  farms  in  Pennsylvania, 
625,  000  living  in  urban  places  of  2,  500  or  more  population,  and  199,  000 
persons  living  outside  urban  places  but  not  on  farms. 

6.  Composition  by  sex 


Differential  mortality  data  reveal  that  the  female  is  the 


stronger  sex 

biologically. 

Data  for  1950 

by  five 

-year  age  group  are  as 

follows  (in  thousands): 

Age  group 

White 

Male  F emale 

Nonwhite 

Male  F emale 

65  to  69 

169 

179 

7 

7 

70  to  74 

113 

127 

4 

4 

75  to  84 

103 

126 

3 

4 

85  and  over 

15 

23 

0.  5 

0.  8 

Variation  in 

age  structure 

among  counties 

Re  cent  estimates  of  the  population  by  the  Departments  of 


Public  Welfare  and  Internal  Affairs  reveal  variation  in  age  structure  among 
counties.  The  Internal  Affairs  estimates  for  July  1,  1958  show  a range  of 
from  5.  1 percent  65  and  over  in  Bucks  County  to  13.8  percent  in  Pike  County. 
Counties  with  net  out-migration,  largely  rural  and  depressed  counties,  tend 
to  have  highest  percentages  of  the  population  65  and  over.  Counties  with  net 
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in-migration,  generally  suburban  counties  adjacent  to  large  metropolitan 
centers,  tend  to  have  the  smallest  percentages  of  the  older  population. 

8.  Forecasts  of  the  population 

The  Government  Consulting  Service  of  the  Fels  Institute  of 
Local  and  State  Government  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  recently  pre- 
pared population  estimates  and  projections  for  the  Department  of  Public 
WelfarCo  A departmental  estimate  based  on  these  data  indicates  approxi- 
mately 1,  061,  000  persons  65  and  over  in  1959.  The  projected  population 
65  and  over  for  1970  is  1,  314,  000  persons,  or  10,  8 percent  of  the  Common- 
wealth's total  population  of  12,  219,  000.  U.  S.  Bureau  of  the  Census 
forecasts  for  1970  vary  between  1,  284,  000  and  1,  337,  000  for  the  population 
65  and  over  and  11.9  million  and  12,  5 million  for  the  total  population  of  the 
state . 

9.  Labor  force  status 

In  1950  labor  force  participation  for  males  and  females  65 
and  over  was  as  follows  (figures  rounded  to  the  nearest  thousand): 

MALES  FEMALES 

Age  Not  in  the  In  the  labor  force  Not  in  the  In  the  labor  force 

labor  force  Employed  Unemployed  labor  force  Employed  Unemployed 


65  to  69 

74 

94 

6 

166 

22 

0.  7 

69  to  74 

73 

41 

2 

123 

9 

0.  2 

75  and  over 

100 

21 

0.  8 

152 

4 

0.  1 

The  following  statistics  apply  to  the  246,  000  males  and  440,  000 


females  65  and  over  and  not  in  the  labor  force: 


Age  and  sex 

Status 

Keeping 

house 

of  persons  not  in  the 
Unable  to 

work 

labor  force  (in 
Inmates  of 

institutions 

thousands ) 

Other  and 
not  reported 

Males 

65  to  74 

3.6 

73.7 

6.  3 

63.0 

7 5 and  over 

1.9 

57. 2 

6.  1 

34.  5 

F emales 

65  to  74 

220.  3 

39.  7 

6 . 6 

21.8 

75  and  over 

71.9 

52.7 

10.  3 

16.7 

10.  Industry  of  employment 


The  number  of  employed  persons 

1950  was  as  follows: 

Industry 

65  and  over  i 

Male 

3y  industry  in 

F emale 

T otal 

157, 681 

33, 013 

Agriculture,  forestry,  and  fisheries 

19, 760 

847 

Mining 

4,  168 

54 

Construction 

13, 547 

166 

Manufacturing 

42, 676 

5,  117 

Transportation,  communication,  and  public  utilities 

11,  755 

388 

Wholesale  and  retail  trade 

24, 049 

6,  713 

Finance,  insurance,  and  real  estate 

6 , 6a“t 

1,  015 

Business  and  repair  services 

2,  959 

207 

Personal  Services 

6,639 

9,  175 

Entertainment  and  recreation  services 

1,  333 

191 

Prefessional  and  related  services 

Public  administration  (state,  federal,  and  local 

14, 286 

6,  952 

gove  rnment) 

6,  915 

9a0 

Industry  not  reported 

2,  950 

1,  248 
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1 1 . Conclusions 

Pending  the  availability  of  the  I960  Census  of  Population  data, 
we  have  examined  the  rather  meager  statistical  data  on  the  aging  presently 
available.  My  first  conclusion  is  how  inadequate  the  data  are  for  describing 
this  group.  We  know  too  little  about  the  living  arrangements  of  these  older 
persons  in  Pennsylvania,  their  income,  their  health,  and  the  degree  of  their 
employability. 

More  data,  too,  are  needed  on  the  working  arrangements  of 
the  older  employed  persons  such  as  information  on  occupations,  pay,  and 
number  of  hours  worked. 

Comparing  Pennsylvania  with  other  states  and  nations,  we 
find  that  the  proportion  of  the  older  population  is  not  noticeably  high,  although 
the  large  numoer  of  older  persons  has  increased  significantly  the  magnitude 
of  state  programs  designed  for  or  including  the  aging. 

In  1950  a fairly  high  percentage  of  these  persons  had  been 
born  in  Pennsylvania.  Intra-  and  inter-state  migration,  especially  of  low  in- 
come groups,  should  be  considered  in  planning  future  programs.  Counties 
least  able,  from  an  economic  point  of  view,  to  finance  programs  for  the 
aging  are  those  counties  with  higher  percentages  of  older  persons. 

Almost  191,  000  persons  65  years  of  age  and  over  reported 
employment,  about  Z1  percent  of  that  group.  Only  about  10,  UOO  reported 
themselves  as  unemployed.  In  addition,  223,  000,  about  one-quarter  of  the 
total  numoer  of  older  persons  in  1950,  reported  they  were  unable  to  work. 

The  census  indicates  that  these  figures  include  persons  who  were  only  tem- 
porarily ill  and  were  not  permanently  disabled.  Another  298,  000,  mostly 
all  women,  were  primarily  occupied  with  their  own  housework.  About 
29,  000  were  in  homes  for  mentally  or  physically  handicapped,  places  pro- 
viding specialized  medical  care,  homes  for  the  aged,  and  correctional  in- 
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stitutions.  The  remaining  135,  000  persons  were  retired,  too  old  to  work, 
voluntarily  idle,  or  did  not  reporto  We  need  a great  deal  of  information 
for  each  of  these  groups. 

Increasing  attention  to  the  problems  of  the  aging  has  been 
given  during  the  last  few  years.  Let  us  hope  that  a series  of  well-designed 
and  purposeful  research  studies  will  be  carried  out  during  the  next  decade 
dealing  with  the  problems  of  the  older  age  group  in  Pennsylvania. 
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